Vote of Thanks by Dr. Rita Sharma, Secretary (Rural
Development), Government of India, at the 16™ General
Session of Afro-Asian Rural Development Organization
(AARDO) Conference on 6.1.2009 at Banquet Hall, Hotel
The Ashok, New Delhi.

H.E. Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, l—ion'ble Minister of External Affairs, Government
of India

H.E. Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, Hon'ble Minister of Rural Development,
Government of India

His Excellency Dr. Adel Safar, President of AARDO,

Her Excellency Smt. Suuryakanta J. Patil, Minister of State for Rural
Development, Government of India

H.E. Mr. Chandra Sekhar Sahu, Hon'ble Minister of State for Rural
Development, Government of India

His Excellency, Mr. Abdalla Yahia Adam, Secretary General, AARDO
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Observers, Members of Diplomatic
Corps,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour and privilege for me to be called upon to propose a
vote of thanks on the occasion of the 16™ General Session of AARDO
Conference. We are extremely grateful to the Hon'ble Minister of External

Affairs, Government of India for being with us on this occasion. Your gracious



presence Sir in today's function is a source of great encouragement to all of
us. It is a testimony of Indian Government's deep commitment to strengthen
South-South co-operation and Afro-Asian solidarity to eradicate poverty,
illiteracy and disease amongst our rural poor.

I assure you, Sir, that all AARDO member countries will Jjoin hands to
meet the emerging challenges in the present global scenario and will contribute
towards making AARi)O more dynamic, responsive and sensitive body to achieve
the objective of poverty eradication in this part of the world.

We are extremely grateful to the Hon'ble Minister of Rural
Development, Government of India for his presence and words of
encouragement. His able guidance in the matters of Rural poverty alleviation in
India and strategies to achieve United Nation's Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) has always been a source of inspiration to our Ministry. I thank him
for his deep interest, commitment and continued support for furthering bi-
lateral and multi-lateral co-operation in the field of Rural Development.

I also convey my heartfelt thanks to His Excellency the President of
AARDO for his stewardship, vision and commitment for AARDO for promoting
international co-operation and providing services to Rural Development activities
through research, training, pilot projects and information and dissemination.
Sir, your valuable contribution, guidance and encouragement to the activities of
AARDO has given a new impetus to its work.

I wish to thank both Hon'ble Ministers of State for Rural Development,
Government of India for their unstinted support and guidance.

I would also like to thank the Hon'ble Secretary General, AARDO for his
contribution to the present globalized world to make AARDO a vehicle for
development of agriculture and rural development in the Member countries.

I would like to thank all our honoured guests, the Hon'ble Ministers of

AARDO member countries, Ambassadors, the delegates, members of diplomatic






