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Ramesh suggeStSf
3-fold strategy
to fight Maoists

RAIPUR 12 NOV: Pointing out,
 that lack of proper enforcement
of Panchayat (Extension to the

Scheduled'  Areas) Act con-

tributed to the rise’ of Maoist

menace ‘in Chhattisgath and
other places, rural development:
ininister Mr}axram Ramesh'today -
* suggésted a three-fold strategy to
deal with it. :

" Talking to reporters’ after hxs_
tout of the Maoist-hit areas, Mr
Ramesh said PESA was brought in”
1996 to strengthen panchayats of:

+scheduled areas but it was nots

-enforced in the right manier, -
. He said Maoists are dominant’
in areas: “which have large
" deposits of minerals; forests and

which are mhabxted by tnbai

‘communities. Therefore, it was

‘necessaty to strengthen ‘the pam

chayats i these areas. .

For .dedling with  Maoists, e
said a three-fold strategy is neces-
sary: to reassure the locals that
government is* there to. address
their problems, to have organised

- political parties in Maoist-hit areds
*and to deploy enough paramﬂl
tary forces. :
. "Mr Ramesh said it was neces-
- sary to build good roads in such
areas but private ¢ontractors are’”
refuctant to take up work there”
and-so a proposal is that the state’
government itself should - build

roads with the help of forest .
_department and the police. - ,

" The idea would be tried out.in”
the Bijapur district of Chhattis-
garh, he said. To a question, he~
said industrialisation is necessary”
for development and land would -
have to be found tor that. pli



