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areas to get JObS Jairam

,36 000 panchayat development officers, junior engineers to be appomted

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Apart from ensur-
ing the immediate appoint-

“ment of 18,000 panchayat

development officers and as

many junior engineers, the:

Centre has drawn up a blue-
print to provide jobs to three-
lakh youth in the 60 left Wing
extremist affected districts in
the country.

Development Jairam:® Ra-
. mesh,
snote for the approval of the
" Empowered Group of Secre-
taries for. the Integrated Ac-
tion Plan (IAP) under
Planning Commission mem-

ber Sudha Pillai, dovetails a
number of raral development ‘

schemes for better impact in
the
districts,

For better 1mplementat10n; .
of the Mahatma Gandhi Na-.

tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme
(MNREGS), Mr. Ramesh has

in his consolidated -

. Naxalite-affected .

® AII these dlstnc’cs w1|| ‘be covered under the

Natlonal Rural Lwehhood M|ssmn

~ their produce

‘ordered that each panchayat

appoint one panchayat devel-
opment officer and a junior

““engineer for a period of 10
- Union Minister ‘of” Rural -

years from within the district.

‘Non-residents would not be

considered for these posts.
Apart from proposing that
the cost be shared in the ratio
of 75:25 between the Centre
and States, Mr. Ramesh’s de-
cision will ensure the 'ap-

pointment of about 18,000.
graduates as development of-,
ficers and as many junior lev-.
el engineers as some districts, «
‘have  more than 300 pan-
‘chayats.

All these dlsfricts would be

covered under the National

Rural Livelihood WMission

(NRLM) by March 2013 With ‘

© PPP pro;ect to help tnbals o qet real value for

N e e

the objective of trainirig and

providing jobs to three lakh

“youths.-over the next five

years.

To ensure a better return
to the tribals, a public-private
partnership (PPP) pilot pro-
ject in non-timber forest pro-
duce will be launched in one
district each of Orissa, Jhark-
hand, Chhattisgarh,  Maha-

-rashtra, Madhya Pradesh and
; Andhra Pradesh. ~

“Training

Private companies will add

“value by training women self- -
‘help groups (SHGs) and mar-

keting . ‘the  non-timber
produce.
The tribals were not get-

ting the real value of their

- dered

produce, Mr. Ramesh said

.-and hoped that the current.
- arrangement

them realise ‘the full value of

) ,thelrproduce -

" He ‘said. he was holding

talks with companies such as.

ITC, Ballarpur; Dabur, Wipro

.and Emami,

Aiming to identify the des-
titute, Mr. Ramesh has or-
that the district
administration construct
houses under the Indira Aa-
was Yojana (IAY) for the dis-
abled, widowed and .old age

pensioners as mere financial
help did not serve the pur-

pose unable as they were to
handle thejob. "

Mr: Ramesh also decided to
extend support to those who
have ‘been at -the receiving

end- of the Naxallte move—“

ment.

Irrespectlve of thelr socio-
economic standing, the: gov-
ernment would provide a
house under the IAY to-those
whose house had been dam-

‘would  help.

aged ina Naxahte attack

Potable water

To ensure availability of
potable ‘water, Mr. Ramesh

“has earmarked 10 per cent of

the Ministry’s annual budget

under the National Rural

Drinking Water Programme
(NRDWP) which amounts to
Rs.935 crore for these 60 dis-
tricts. The States would have
to bear 15 per cent of the pro-
ject cost with the Centre foot-
ing the rest.

He has also increased the
provision under the Integrat-
ed Watershed Management
Programme from Rs.12,000
per hectare to Rs.15,000 pef
hectare and approved “con-
struction of cement concrete
roads under the Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
doing away the compulsion of
blacktop roads.

The cost of construction of
such roads is at least 50 per
cent more and the Centre will
bear 90 per cent of it.




