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Ramesh threw light on the misuse
of MNREGS funds in panchayats

TIMES NEWS NEWTORK

Guwahati: The Union rural
development minister Jairam
Ramesh has asked the Assam
governmenttoensurethatthe
funds for the Mahatma Gand-
hi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme
(MNREGS) are used properly
asanomalies in the utilization
of funds is surfacing in differ-
ent states of the country.

“It has been found that
many panchayats are misus-
ing the funds allotted for.
MNREGS. The funds are be-
ingused tobuyhigh-end SUVs
instead of giving it-to the ac-
tual beneficiaries,” Ramesh
said at a gram unnayan sam-
melan here on Sunday. .

“MNREGS isnot a scheme
for buying SUVs. It is a
schemetohelp the poor villag-
ers with a 100-day work guar-

- anteeand apaymentof money
for their labour. Many scams
on the MNREGS funds have
surfaced. I appeal, particular-
ly to women, to stand against
such mismanagement of
funds in their villages,” Ra-
meshwarned. i

Though he clarified that
the statement was not target-
ed at Assam, he did say thatas
the state receives significant

* funds under MNREGS, the
money should be properly uti-
lized as 2,200 panchayats in
Assam get at least Rs 1 crore
eachunder the scheme. ™n -



